
 

Lakeland blasts Mott, falls to Novi 
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Lakeland’s Grant Osborne drives against Milford.(Photo: Jerry Rea) 

CONNECTTWEETLINKEDINCOMMENTEMAILMORE 

The Lakeland boys basketball team opened up KLAA North Division play with a convincing 64-40 home win 
over Waterford Mott. 

"We jumped to a 16-4 lead and never looked back," Lakeland coach Bob Brugger said. "I thought we responded 
very well to the tough loss against Novi. We established the paint early and dominated on the boards. Our 
players were much more focused and made good decisions with the basketball. This was our first important 
game of the season and our players certainly rose to the occasion." 

The Eagles came out strong, limiting Mott to four points in the first quarter and 14 by halftime. Lakeland posted 
10 in the first and broke open the game with 22 in the second quarter for an 18-point lead at the break. 

Mott found its offense in the third with 15 points, but still trailed 44-29 entering the fourth. 

Lakeland poured in 20 more points in the fourth to run away with the win. 

Senior Jake Menzel had a big night with 14 points and 15 rebounds. 

"Jake Menzel was outstanding," Brugger said. 



 

Timmy Brotherton hit for 12 points while also adding five steals and three assists. Grant Osborne chipped in 11 
points 

Lakeland made 40 trips to the free-throw line, converting 24. 

Novi 36, Lakeland 34 

A late put-back by Novi with 2.2 seconds to play gave Novi a comeback win in the non-divison game. 

The Eagles came out strong with a 12-4 lead after the first. 

Novi started its comeback with a a 12-9 edge in the second to pull within 21-16 by halftime. 

The Wildcats continued to claw back and went into the fourth quarter down 27-26. 

Naji Ozeir (team-high 13 points) hit the put-back in the final seconds as Novi pulled out the win. 

Menzel led Lakeland with 14 points. 

"The Novi game was very disappointing in that we didn't play smart, disciplined basketball," Brugger said. "It 
was very uncharacteristic of our team and we certainly were rusty coming off of Christmas break. We 
committed 17 turnovers and took way too many early 3-point shots. 

"This loss could be a positive if it forces us to refocus and tighten up some areas before we begin divisional 
play." 
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