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Romulus senior Jaylin Walker will look to lead the Eagles into another deep playoff run this season. 
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After various transfers and traditional powerhouse programs dealing with enrollment issues, there is 

a new look to the high school boys basketball landscape in the MLive Detroit area this winter. 

However, there are still plenty of traditionally strong teams sprinkled into the MLive Detroit 

preseason rankings. Because of transfers, some of the teams in the area will not be at full power until 

Jan. 20 when all transfer players are eligible. 

In the meantime, here are the top 10 boys basketball teams in the Metro Detroit are heading into the 

2014-15 winter season. 



1. Detroit U-D Jesuit (2013-14 record: 22-3) 

Despite losing four starters, the Cubs have reloaded. It's one returning starter from last year, Cassius 

Winston, was the best player on the team last year and has developed into the top junior guard in the 

state. Sophomores Ikechukwu Donatus Eke and Greg Eboigbodin finally join in the mix and 

will provide plenty of size in the low post as each stand 6-foot-9. Gary Collins and a good playoff 

stretch for Jesuit last year and returns as a senior leader for the team. 

2. Romulus (21-5) 

The Eagles made the most of a transition year last season, surprising some by winning 21 games. 

Quite simply, Romulus can find ways to win no matter who is on the roster. With senior Jaylin 

Walker leading the way, Romulus has a lot of talent moving into starting roles this season. 6-foot-7 

Rio Washington will provide much needed size for the Eagles while D’Angelo Hansbro will run the 

point. 

3. Detroit Western International (9-12) 

With a strong lineup returning from a year ago, Western has been made even stronger with Josh 

McFolley and Gerald Blackshear, a pair of transfers that have come over from Mt. Clemens. 

However, McFolley (6-feet) and Blackshear (6-foot-8) will not be eligible until January so Western 

will make due with 6-foot-8 forwards Julius Palmer and Kheir Maxwell. Brailen Neely is a 

small but shifty guard that will spread the ball around well. 

 

4. Detroit East English Village (10-11) 

The Bulldogs will expect to be a contender in the Detroit PSL and beyond this winter, especially 

southpaw shooter Kamari Newman. The addition of transfer Chris Rollins (Warren De La Salle) 

will give East English a formidable back court that will look to be one of the most productive in the 

PSL. 

 

5. Clarkston (20-5) 

Fundamentals and winning: two words that are often spoken when referring to Clarkston. Six-foot-7 

Cole Chewins, who is committed to Miami (OH) for football, will be a major presence in the paint 

for the Wolves. Sharp-shooter Nick Owens may be gone but Andrew Myers and Merrick Canada 

will make for a great back-court combo for the Wolves, who should contend for a ninth-straight OAA 

Red title this winter. 

 

6. Macomb Dakota (17-6) 

Just like Detroit Western International, Dakota will benefit from the transfers of two former Mt. 

Clemens players as Jermaine Jackson Jr. (5-foot-7) and Charles Penn (6-foot-6) join the fold for 

the Cougars. Jackson is one of the top prospects in Michigan for the 2017 class and is a natural scorer. 

Yet, Jackson and Penn will not be eligible to play until Jan. 20, missing seven games. 

 



7. Detroit Renaissance (13-6) 

With 6-foot-3 junior Justin Turner returning to the point guard position, Renaissance is very young 

but very skilled. With a pair of 6-foot-6 players in Alaric Jackson and Mike Jacobs providing the 

height of the team, Renaissance will bring a diverse group of talent to the floor that should help them 

compete for a Class A state title. 

 

8. North Farmington (10-7) 

Jeron Rogers has developed into arguably the top player in Oakland County. Signed with Cleveland 

State, Rogers is looking to lead the Raiders to greater success after an up-and-down season in the 

OAA Red a year ago. Rogers, who averaged over 20 points per game last year, will be surrounded by a 

good cast that includes Anthony Qasawa, Jacob Joubert, Alex Darden and Evan McMurray. 

 

9. River Rouge (13-10) 

Coach LaMonta Stone returns home to River Rouge this year, 15 years after he left  the Panthers 

program after winning a Class B state championship in 1999. Bringing his son, LaMonta Stone II, 

along with him, River Rouge adds a great scoring threat at guard. Senior big man Jalin Gibson (6-

foot-7), is a player that coach Stone wishes he had for four years because of his athleticism. There are 

a lot of new, high expectations surrounding this team. 

 

10. Warren De La Salle (16-6) 

The Pilots return 6-foot-5 starter Kevin McKay and 6-foot-7 forward Jack Ballantyne. McKay is 

one of the top talents in the Catholic League and can play anywhere on the floor. 

Other top teams to watch for (in alphabetical order): 

Allen Park Inter-City Baptist 

Belleville 

Detroit Allen Academy 

Detroit Cass Tech 

Detroit Country Day 

Detroit Henry Ford 

Detroit Pershing 

New Haven 

Northville 

Oak Park 

Orchard Lake St. Mary's 

Plymouth 

Southfield 

Troy Athens 

Walled Lake Central 



Walled Lake Western 

Warren Mott 

Westland John Glenn 

White Lake Lakeland 
 


